PLAGIARISM :
WHAT IT IS AND HOW TO ELIMINATE IT ?

Nico Koedam & Tom Van der Stocken

In this short presentation we have tried to give all links and
references to the information we present, thus intending to avoid
plagiarism ourselves.

FIGURES and MAPS SHOWN IN YOUR WORK

PLAGIARISM

Full reference:
Raup, D. M. & J. J. Sepkoski (1982).
Mass Extinctions in the Marine Fossil
Record. Science, 215, 1501-1503.
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TEXT SHOWN IN YOUR WORK
Though prosperity in Kenya has evolved positively over the last decade, there is still ample reason
for concern. Inequality is high and an estimated 34-42% of Kenyans is still poor. Social
disparities are vast and reflect differences in economic development opportunities
compounded by inequality in access to social services. The Kenyan government must take steps
in order to analyze causes of these social disparities.
 Literally taken from the source, no reference!

NO PLAGIARISM

Though prosperity in Kenya has evolved positively over the last decade, there is still ample reason
for concern. It has been stated that “Inequality is high and an estimated 34-42% of Kenyans is still
poor. […] Social disparities are vast and reflect differences in economic development
opportunities compounded by inequality in access to social services” [1]. The Kenyan government
must take steps in order to analyze causes of these social disparities.
 Literally taken from the source, but between “ ” + reference
Though prosperity in Kenya has evolved positively over the last decade, there is still ample reason
for concern. Still, today, about 40% of the Kenyan population lives below the poverty line of 1
dollar a day [1]. Access to social services is unequally distributed, limiting many people’s
economic development opportunities, and explaining the huge social disparities [1]. The Kenyan
government must take steps in order to analyze causes of these social disparities.
 Original knowledge but reworded + reference
[1] http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/acp/country-cooperation/kenya/kenya_en.htm
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(ORIGINAL) IDEA EXPRESSED IN YOUR WORK
We suggest a method for a reliable assessment of tree density which makes use of a plotless
measurement of tree distance to a central point. This can be applied in each quadrant of a 2D
area, generating 4 values for every sampling point. The method we propose here for the first time
is shown schematically in Fig. 1. The advantages of this new method are numerous. We will
further call it Centred Point Four Value method (CPFV).

NO PLAGIARISM

 An non-existing phantasy method, plagiarizing an existing and published method
A method of plotless estimation of tree density has been proposed by Cottam and Curtis (1956).
This method has been widely applied by different researchers and offers a number of advantages.
The so called PCQM of Cottam and Curtis (1956) is shown in Fig. 1, where one can see that 4
values are generated for every point on basis of a tree distance per quadrant.

 Correct treatment of an existing and published method
PCQM (Point Centred Quarter Method) has been developed by Cottam and Curtis (1956).
Advantages of this method explain its wide adoption. Though its applicability is supported by
many studies, we feel that a correction must be applied.

 Correct treatment of an existing and published method
Cottam, G. and J.T. Curtis, 1956. The use of distance measures in phytosociological sampling. Ecology 37 (3),
451–460.
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PICTURE SHOWN IN YOUR WORK

Linckia laevigata.
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© Paul Osmond

Linckia laevigata.

Linckia laevigata.

Linckia laevigata
(photographer: Paul Osmond).

Copied from www.deepseaimages.com (source of the above images):
All site contents may not be reproduced in any form without express consent.
 If in doubt whether you might commit plagiarism, straightforwardly mention the
reference AND ask the photographer (copyright owner) for permission. See ↘

PERMISSION ASKED AND RECEIVED
Subject: Re: Request for Information from Deep Sea Images
From: admin@deepseaimages.com
To: "Koedam" <nikoedam@vub.ac.be>
Yes,
Please go ahead and use our images for this purpose.
Paul
> Madam, Sir,
>
> We would like to request your permission to use a few photographs in a
> presentation expressly motivating students to avoid plagiarism. I.e. the
> full reference to your site and the author of the images is given as an
> example of how to use and process such rights.
>
> This information is given to Master students.
>
> Yours sincerely,
>
> Nico Koedam
> Master of Science of Marine and Lacustrine Science and Management
 www.oceansandlakes.be


(February, 2013)
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PICTURE SHOWN IN YOUR WORK
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Picture of a juvenile (a), a sub-adult (b-c) and the head of an adult (d) Tropical Sea Cucumber
(Bohadschia graeffei). All photographs taken by Paul Osmond.

PICTURE - FAQ
EXAMPLE TAKEN FROM A UK UNIVERSITY SITE (UNIVERSITY OF READING)
Where is the copyright in a photograph of a copyrighted painting?
The photographer always owns the copyright of the photograph taken. However, when taking pictures
of copyrighted items which are not permanently situated in one place you will need permission from
the copyright owner of those items. In this situation, you would need the permission of the copyright
owner to photograph the work.
When you see the phrase: "All rights reserved" - does this mean I can use it?
No - this means that the copyright owner does not want you to do anything with their image without
their express permission.
May I use copyrighted images in my essay / report / dissertation / thesis?
Yes - you don't need permission from the copyright holder to use images or any other copyrighted
content (with the exception of musical works) in any piece of work you do which is examined. Please
note however that if you are planning on publishing or making your thesis available on the Web, you
will need to seek permission to use copyright materials that you have included in your work, as the
legal exception only applies for the examination and not the subsequent re-use.

Source: http://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/imps/Copyright/imps_copyrightfaqs.aspx

PICTURE - FAQ
When someone allows me to use their material, should I keep their permission / consent forms?
Yes. Staff who collect consent from individuals for University projects (e.g. prospectus photo shoots,
audiovisual projects for Mediasite or iTunes U) should send completed consent forms (these are
available to download in the 'Things to Do Now' section) to the Copyright & Compliance Officer. All
other copyright permissions must be retained by you for as long as the item exists.
Do students own the copyright in their work?
Yes, always. There are circumstances where the University will require a student to assign their
intellectual property in writing to the University before, during or after the course of studies. These
can include situations such as the specific terms of a project contract, a student working in
collaboration with University staff where the intellectual property generated by the student is needed
to enable the use of the entire technology, or where a student is keen to work with the University to
exploit their intellectual property and the University agrees to do so. See the University's Code of
Practice on Intellectual Property for further information.
Do staff own the copyright in the work they do?
No - under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, employers own the intellectual property
created by their employees in the normal course of their employment. However, the University of
Reading takes a pragmatic approach to material created by staff and does not assert its ownership to
everything. The University's Code of Practice on Intellectual Property sets out exactly what the
University does and does not claim ownership of with regards to copyright - please read this or contact
Academic and Legal Services for further details.
Source: http://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/imps/Copyright/imps_copyrightfaqs.aspx

(NEW) TERM EXPRESSED

PLAGIARISM

Where the opinion of the British people on the European Union (EU) may be termed ‘turbulent’
overall, the idea of Britain leaving the European Union has been whispered recently by some
politicians in the context of the EU crumbling. We suggest the term ‘Brexit’ in order to further
refer to the possible Britain’s EU exit...
 The term Grexit was introduced by Buiter and Rahbari [1]. ‘Brexit’ is not new, but a variation of
‘Grexit’!
Term: Brixit and Brexit;
Article: A Brixit looms;
Author: Economist columnist Bagehot
Date: 21 June 2012

NO PLAGIARISM

 Bagehot could be considered to have plagiarized the “idea” of Buiter and Rahbari [1], who
coined the term ‘Grexit’ on February 6th 2012 (see [1]), and could be thought of pretending as
if it is new...
“We raise our estimate of the likelihood of Greek EA exit (‘Grexit’) to 50% over the next 18
months, from 25-30% previously. This is mostly because we consider the willingness of EA
creditors to continue providing further support to Greece despite Greek non-compliance with
programme conditionality to have fallen substantially.” [1]
Buiter and Rahbari [1] coined the term ‘Grexit’ [...] and following several suggestions lately in the
media, ‘Brexit’ could be applied to an exit scenario for Britain.
[1] Willem H. Buiter and Ebrahim Rahbari: Global Economics View – Rising Risks of Greek Euro
Area Exit, Citigroup Global Markets , February 6th, 2012, 32p.

CLASSICAL MUSIC - THEME
Sergei Rachmaninov wrote a rhapsody
on a theme of Niccolò Paganini, and
named it as such.
Niccolò Paganini and Sergei Rachmaninov are both
musicians and composers. (18th to 20th century)

This common procedure was quite
widely accepted in the 19th century,
but the correct credit and reference
given explicitly reduce all suggestions of
plagiarism.

CLASSICAL MUSIC - THEME
"Dies Irae" (Day of Wrath) is a thirteenth century Latin hymn thought to be written by Thomas
of Celano (1200 – c. 1265). It is a medieval Latin poem characterized by its accentual stress and
its rhymed lines. (Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dies_Irae)
Many composers were inspired by the
Dies Irae or used (derived) parts of it in
their work:
Symphonie fantastique
Hector Berlioz
Requiem Mass in D minor
W. A. Mozart
Symphony No. 1, 2 & 3 and various
other works of Sergei Rachmaninov
among many others...
Though strictly ‘plagiarism’ could apply,
this inspiration was common practice
for many contemporaneous people
(and even considered a homage) and
would by now not be considered
plagiarism.

Part of Mozart’s Requiem Mass in D minor
Source: http://operaobsession.blogspot.be/2012/04/mozart-on-life-and-death-orchestra-of.html

CHOREOGRAPHY / MUSIC VIDEO – PERFORMING ARTS
Artist:
Video clip:
Youtube:

Beyoncé
Countdown
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XY3AvVgDns

PLAGIARISM

Anne-Teresa de Keersmaeker, the Belgian doyenne of contemporary dance, claims that Beyoncé draws
deeply on two of her works: Rosas danst Rosas (1983) and Achterland (1990), both of which have been
filmed.
"I was struck by the resemblance of Beyoncé's clip not only with the movements from Rosas Danst Rosas, but
also with the costumes, the set and even the shots from the film [of the work made in 1996] by Thierry De
Mey," said de Keersmaeker. "Obviously, Beyoncé, or the video clip director Adria Petty, plundered many bits of
the integral scenes in the film."
Source: The Guardian, Tuesday 11 October 2011 20.06 BST

A legal case was to follow, Beyoncé also admitted
her unreferenced ‘source of inspiration’

Click on the video-shot to see the video

Source: all images copied from dailymail (link)

